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EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS (EMTs) and PARAMEDICS are
skilled medical workers who respond by ambulance to medical emergencies
for the injured and ill.  They are sent to emergencies by specially trained
dispatchers who maintain radio contact or patch them through to medical
professionals for ongoing instructions.  Following instructions, they examine
victims to determine the nature and extent of injury or illness and administer
first aid and emergency basic life support (BLS), such as giving oxygen and
doing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  They continue the BLS
treatment during transport to hospitals. They help the emergency room staff
do pre-admittance treatment and obtain medical histories.

EMTs are trained on ambulance operations and procedures.  They drive
emergency vehicles with special communication and medical equipment,
check their vehicles daily, and keep them in excellent condition and well
stocked with medical supplies.

Advancement to either an EMT-II or EMT-Paramedic requires additional
classroom and clinical training hours.  EMT-IIs perform more complex
procedures such as inserting intravenous catheters, and administering a
limited number of drugs.  Paramedics are the most highly trained workers of
the EMT group.  They provide all phases of emergency, pre-hospital care,
including emergency advanced life support (ALS) treatment at the scene and
during the ambulance ride.

Requirements
▲ Must be at least 18 years old.

▲ Successful completion of approved EMT training to obtain EMT State
certification.

▲ Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic positions require a State
license.

▲ Continuing education every two years to maintain certification or State
license.

▲ Valid California driver’s license.

▲ Desire to help others.

▲ Good judgment.

▲ Fingerprint clearance may be required by employer.
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Wages
▲ EMTs and Paramedics

Median hourly wage: $12.08

▲ Average annual wage: $29,632

Source: Occupational Employment Survey of Employers 2006 by EDD/LMID.

Job Outlook
▲ Estimated number of EMTs and Paramedics

in 2004:                                                                                                          11,700

▲ Estimated number of EMTs and Paramedics
in 2014:                                                                                                          14,800

▲ Estimated annual job openings:                                                                            440

Source: Occupational Projections, EDD/LMID.

Sources of Information
▲ Emergency Medical Services Authority

(916) 322-4336
www.emsa.ca.gov

▲ California Occupational Guide, No. 550
Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics

Possible Career Paths

Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMTs) and
Paramedics

The skills, knowledge, and abilities acquired for the primary occupation provide a solid
foundation for further growth in health career occupations.  Additional education or training
is often required.

Emergency Medical
Technician

Fire Fighter

Dispatcher

EMT II

Psychiatric
Technician

EMT-Paramedic




